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'T WAS THE King's choice of Prime Minister which caused
such a flutter in the political dove-cots. Frederick, Lord North,
while not lacking political experience, had demonstrated few of
the qualities essential for successful political leadership. Before
he was twenty-two he entered Parliament as the Member for
Banbury [1754]; and from 1759 to 1765 he held a minor office
in the Treasury, secured for him through the influence of his
powerful relative, Newcastle. When Chatham came into power
in 1766 North received the lucrative post of Paymaster; and
in the following year, on Townshend's untimely death, he was
recommended by his chief for the office of Chancellor of the
Exchequer. If he lacked financial genius his Budgets were in
the early years of his political career essentially sound, and won
him even the praise of his political enemies. On April i ith, 1769,
for example, Richard Rigby, Member for Tavistock, wrote to
his political chief, Bedford:
Lord North opened his Budget in the Committee of Ways and
Means; and in the four-and-twenty years that I have sat in Parlia-
ment, in very few of which I have missed that famous day of the
Sessions, I verily think I have never known any of his predecessors
acquit themselves so much to the satisfaction of the House.
Rigby endorsed his opinion a year later when he informed
Bedford that North's Budget speech was done' in a most masterly
manner.'
More general was the recognition of North's ability as a scholar
and skill as a wit. He had a profound knowledge of classical
literature; and an extended Grand Tour gave him an intimate
knowledge of the customs, manners and languages of the people
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